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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

DEPARTMENT OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE SERVICES

EMVISION 00 FORENSIC BOIENMCR 00 MORTH 6™ STREET
CEMNTRAL LARORATORY RECHMONM, VIRGIVIA 24218
& Mutionally Abrrwbited Lebovalory (S TR TOT

Jatary 11, 2005

TO: All Forénsic Biology Staff
)
FROM: Jefirey D. Ban, Forensic Biology Section Chief C}D

SUBJECT:  Discontinuing the Use of Randoin Samples during the Analysis of Evidentiary (Casework) Samples

In order toimprove the tumaround time for the analysis of casework, the Forensic Biology Section will discontimue
analyzing random samples in conjunction with evidence samples. Currently the procedure for using random samples
i addressed in the Forensic Biology Section Procedure Manual, Section [I1 - Fly orescent Detection PCR-Rased STR
DNA Protocol: PowerPlex® 1.1, 2.1 and 16 BIO Svstems and in Section VI - Quality Assurance Program DNA
Typing Of Biological Materials, Section V1 of the procedure manual issued on January 11, 2005 no longer requires a
random sample to be analyzed in conjunction with évidentiary samples. However, the current Section 1T of the
procedure manual still addresses the use of random samples during the analysis of evidentiary samples, Because the
procedure for usiog a random sample in conjunction with evidence samples is addressed throughout Section 11 of the
current procedure manual, in accordance with Section 4.5.4 of the Division’s Quality Manual addressing the process
for madifying technical manuals, it is not possible to immediately discontinue the use of random samples during the
enalysis of evidentiary samples without amending several chapters in Section I of the procedure manual through the
formal revision process. Therefore, an exception was requested to Section 4.5.4 of the Quality Manual to enable the
Forensio Biology Section to discontinue the use of random samples in conjunction with the atialysis of evidence
samples to improve efficiency prior to the ve-issuance of Section T, az well as to ensure that there are no contlicts
between the current Section 111 and the Jarwary 11, 2005 version of Section VI of the Forensic Riology Section
Procedure Manual. Therefore, effective upon the approval and signature of the Division Directar and Centra)
Laboratory Director this memorandum will serve as the diregtive to discontinue the use of random samples in
conjunction with evidentiary samples until the entire Section 111 of the Forensic Biology Section Procedure Marmal
can be re-issued and posted on the Division’s intranet.

In accordance with the Jamuary 11, 2005 version of Section VI of the Forensic Biology Section Procedure Mamal, a
random sample will continue to be analyzed with each set of convicted offender and arrestee sample extractions to
serve as A venification that the samples are successfully being entered into the Combined IINA [ndex Systern

(CODIS) and the search algorithm is working properly. :
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